Springfield Township, Bucks County
2320 Township Road	•	Quakertown, PA 18951 •	(610)346-6700	•	www.springfieldbucks.org


PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES
January 7, 2026
Meeting Held at Springfield Township Building

Members Present: Dave Long, Angela Kelly, Travis Pantaleo, Bruce Whitesell.
Members Present Via Phone: Neil O’Brien, Nicole Zane, Dawn Nicholson. 
Also Present: Jim Hopkins (Board Liaison)

Mr. Long called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

RE-ORGANIZATION

Motion made by Mr. Pantaleo, seconded by Mr. Whitesell, and approved 6-0 with Mr. Long abstaining, nominating Mr. Long to be temporary chair. Motion made by Mr. Whitesell, seconded by Mr. O’Brien and approved 6-0 with Ms. Kelly abstaining, nominating Ms. Kelly to be Planning Commission Chair for 2026. Ms. Kelly assumed control of the meeting. Motion made by Mr. Long, seconded by Mr. Pantaleo and approved 6-0 with Mr. O’Brien abstaining, appointing Mr. O’Brien as Vice-Chair for 2026.

BUSINESS

2025 – Year in Review

· Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) – Significant work was conducted on ADU ordinances in 2025, though the project remains ongoing.
· Scenic Overlays – Progress was made in understanding the function and application of scenic overlays.
· Team Development – The Commission successfully transitioned to a collaborative team concept.
· Challenges – Mr. Pantaleo noted concerns regarding the presentation of information between township organizations and the need for better direct communication with the Board of Supervisors.

2026 Objectives

Joint Meetings – Mr. Hopkins suggested scheduling joint meetings between the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors to improve inter-organizational communication. 

Motion made by Ms. Kelly, seconded by Mr. Whitesell, and unanimously carried to request a joint meeting between the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors at earliest convenience in Feb to address priority goal items.

Data Centers – The Commission discussed the rising impact of data centers in Pennsylvania. Mr. Long suggested forming an ad hoc committee – including Planning Commission members, and EAC member, and Pete (Raymond) Kade – to research regulatory frameworks and zoning conditions for these facilities.

Zoning Requirements – It was clarified that per the Municipal Planning Code, the Township must allow for all land uses but can regulate them through reasonable conditions and specific zoning districts.

Historic Overlay – Mr. Whitesell reported that the Historic Commission is now functional and aims to work with the Planning Commission on creating a historic overlay to protect unique township properties.


CORRESPONDENCE

  None

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Planning Commission has agreed to cancel the January 15, 2026 meeting. The next meeting to be held February 4, 2026.

MINUTES

Motion made by Mr. O'Brien, seconded by Mr. Long and unanimously carried to adopt the November 20, 2025 minutes as presented.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Mr. Whitesell and carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:01 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,


Rich Pursell
Township Manager
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