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Planning Commission
MINUTES
March 19, 2026

Meeting Held at Springfield Township Building

Members Present: Angela Kelly, Dave Long and Travis Pantaleo
Members Present via Phone: Neil O’Brien, Dawn Nicholson, Nicole Zane
Members Absent: Bruce Whitesell
Additional Attendees Present: Jim Hopkins (Board Liaison)

Ms. Kelly called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 


DISCUSSION

Priority Review from Joint Meeting with BOS

The Board of Supervisors provided the following priority hierarchy for the Planning Commission:
1. Noise Ordinance
2. Data Centers
3. Event Venues
4. Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs)
5. Short-Term Rentals (STRs)
6. Scenic & Historic Overlays

The Commission agreed to work on complex, long-term ordinances (Data Centers and Noise) concurrently with near-term, nearly completed projects (ADUs and Event Venues). It was noted that several ordinances are interdependent; for example, the Noise Ordinance will directly support regulations for both Event Venues and Data Centers.

OLD BUSINESS

Sub-Committee Assignments

Noise Ordinance – Led by Mr. O’Brien and Ms. Kelly. They are currently working with an updated draft and plan to consult with the police department regarding enforcement parameters.

Data Centers – Led by Mr. Pantaleo and Ms. Zane. Mr. Pantaleo is currently reviewing draft ordinance for Penn Future and the Delaware Riverkeep Network, as well as from Tobyhanna. The group aims to create a proactive ordinance to regulate location and noise before any applications are filed.

Event Venues – Led by Mr. Long and Ms. Nicholson. This ordinance is estimated to be 80% complete.

Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) – Led by Mr. Whitesell.

The Commission decided to defer Short-Term Rentals (STRs) and Scenic & Historic Overlays until later in 2026, unless time permits.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion made by Mr. Long, seconded by Mr. Pantaleo, and unanimously carried to approve the meeting minutes from the February 10, 2026 meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE

No correspondence received.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Erica Greco (Route 212) addressed the Commission regarding the Data Center Ordinance. She noted a proposed data center in East Rock Hill Township and expressed concern regarding local impacts, specifically noting her proximity to a 40-acre lot currently for sale.

The Commission clarified that no data center applications have been submitted to Springfield Township at this time. The current work is proactive to ensure the Township has regulatory standing under Pennsylvania Municipal Law, which requires municipalities to permit all legitimate land uses in some capacity.


ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Mr. Hopkins introduced a potential new ordinance regarding deer fencing following discussion with the Heritage organization. Heritage wishes to install deer fencing at the Fuller Preserve to protect a specific acre of land. The Township ordinance limits fence height to seven-foot-high, but effective deer fencing often requires greater height.

Rather than Heritage seeking a one-time variance and fee waiver from the Zoning Hearing Board, Mr. Hopkins suggested Heritage propose a generally applicable deer fencing ordinance amendment. Lynn Bush (Vice-Chair of Heritage and former head of the Bucks County Planning Commission) was identified as a potential expert to help draft the language. There was a strong preference for Heritage to lead the drafting of this specific ordinance to avoid “wasting time” on specialized fencing regulations unless a draft is presented for review.

Members expressed significant concern that waiving the Zoning Hearing Board application fee for Heritage would set a problematic precedent. It was argued that if the fee were waived for one organization, the Board of Supervisors would likely face similar requests from other applicants questioning why they must pay.

The Commission agreed that Heritage should follow the standard permitting process, which includes a typical waiting period. There was strong sentiment that Heritage is a large enough organization to speak for itself and manage its own applications rather than having Township representatives act as a “front man” for their requests. Additional, alternative fencing solutions were proposed.


COMMISSION COMMENTS

Next Planning Commission meeting will be held on April 1, 2026.

It was noted that while Mr. Whitesell might attend the next meeting, no indication of new applications or specific business has been proposed at present time.

The Commission briefly reviewed formerly tabled items to reinitiate business. All relevant topics were accounted for and under active consideration.


ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Mr. O’Brien and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 7:41 PM. 


Respectfully submitted,


Rich Pursell
Township Manager 
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