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Planning Commission
MINUTES
April 1, 2026

Meeting Held at Springfield Township Building

Members Present: Angela Kelly, Dave Long, Dawn Nicholson and Travis Pantaleo
Members Present via Phone: Neil O’Brien, Nicole Zane
Members Absent: Bruce Whitesell

Ms. Kelly called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 


DISCUSSION

Noise/Nuisance Ordinance Update

The Commission held an extensive review of the proposed updates to the existing Noise and Nuisance Ordinance. Mr. O’Brien provided documentation highlighting that the existing ordinance (Section 508) is nearly 19 years old, originally approved in 2007. While it was updated in 2015, the Board consensus is that further modifications are necessary.

Decibel Levels and Equipment – The Commission discussed the need to get the police force trained on the Township’s decibel meter to ensure consistent enforcement. While Mr. Long noted that officers have received training, the equipment has not yet been utilized for formal complaints.

Ordinance Framework – Mr. O’Brien proposed a new template modeled after Pennsylvania State Standards and suggested appending the final draft to the existing noise nuisance ordinance.

Timing and Specificity – The Commission discussed implementing specific noise thresholds based on the time of day and day of the week.

Exemptions – Specific exemptions were reviewed, including emergency sirens, agricultural operations protected under state law, and permitted community events. The Commission debated how to define these terms to ensure they do not conflict with the proposed Event Venue regulations.


Data Centers Ordinance Update

Mr. Pantaleo presented an update regarding Data Centers, utilizing resources from Penn Future and the Delaware Riverkeeper Network.

Regulatory Intent – The Commission clarified that this ordinance is a proactive effort to regulate the placement and operation of data centers, rather than an effort to encourage their development. The Municipal Planning Code (MPC) requires the Township to permit all uses somewhere within its borders.

Project Timeline – An ad hoc committee has been formed, and a finalized draft is expected in approximately 6 to 9 months as the language continues to evolve.

Environmental Impact– Discussion occurred regarding the Township’s lack of abundant groundwater, which may naturally limit the suitability of the area for high-usage data centers.

Public Perception– Commission members noted public concern on social media and suggested that future communication clearly outline the Township’s regulatory goals to prevent rumors.

Event Venue Ordinance Update

Mr. Long reviewed the draft language for the Event Venue Ordinance, specifically looking to define what constitutes a “commercial event” vs. a large private gathering. Parameters such as frequency (number of events per year), day-specific usage, and guest count were proposed.

Profit vs. Non-Profit – The Commission debated the definition of an event venue as a “privately owned building or property”. Members discussed whether nonprofits, such as fire companies or churches, should be excluded from these regulations.

Consistency in Regulation– Concerns were raised regarding “double standards” if commercial venues are regulated while non-profit gatherings of similar size are not.

Community Impact – The Commission focused on balancing the rights of property owners with the needs of neighbors, specifically regarding noise and the frequency of events. Reference was made to existing venues, such as Greystone Farm, and their history of operation within the township.

Technical Standards – The draft includes requirements for health department approvals and addresses portable restroom placement.

Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) Ordinance Update

This item was tabled until the next meeting as Mr. Whitesell, who is leading the research on this topic, was not in attendance.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion made by Ms. Nicholson, seconded by Mr. Long, and unanimously carried to approve the meeting minutes from the March 19, 2026 meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE

Noted correspondence listed an email from Board Liaison, Jim Hopkins, regarding his absence.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Jennifer Pelton (Peach Tree Way) – She addressed the commission regarding the Data Center Ordinance. She provided the Commission with flyers, publications, and references to podcasts and various articles concerning the environmental and surveillance impacts of data centers. Concern was raised regarding worker safety, hearing protection, and the long-term impact on the community.

The Commission expressed appreciation for Jennifer’s research and confirmed that there would be multiple future opportunities for public input as the ordinance moves forward.

Arianna Elinich (Route 412) – She warned that “excessive emergency generator use” has appeared to be a loophole currently being abused by developers. She emphasized the importance of the Environmental Rights Amendment of the Pennsylvania Constitution and urged the Commission to include groundwork in the local ordinance that reflects these constitutional protections to help it withstand potential legal challenges in higher courts. She advocated for the township to implement an ordinance sooner rather than later, pointing out that other townships have been forced into a reactive stance. Arianna also noted that Springfield has “unique characteristics” that need to be protected from developers who might otherwise take advantage of the township’s land.


ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

No additional comments.


COMMISSION COMMENTS

Next Planning Commission meeting will be held on April 16, 2026.


ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Ms. Nicholson and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:21 PM. 


Respectfully submitted,


Rich Pursell
Township Manager 
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